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 key points Textiles from Spain
    Autumn-Winter 2013-2014
We are demanding something specific, something we can hang on to, tired of inconsistency and appearances. It is a winter for recovering the value of material with artistic energy. Sculpture and painting are coming back to take the place that performance and video took from them some time ago.  There is generally less air in fabrics and silhouettes. The fluidity of previous seasons also draws on the material, like concentrated mercury it becomes more solid instead of liquefying. Novelty is found in dialogue between fabrics. This is not a desire for contrast, it is simply opening up to new conversations and new landscapes, whether created, imagined or remembered. It does not matter where they come from, the important thing is where they are going and where they are now.

In the last few seasons, attempts have been made to find solutions, but the problems are very big, and they are almost always not our fault. Given this primary need for release from guilt, there is some progress, made a different way but without fault; with the same responsibility, but without the weight of the terror of making mistakes. 

These are serious times, but perhaps there is a desire to play at drama, excess and theatricality to open up our emotions and stop holding them all in. Perhaps they have made us like that, so our noblest reaction against the attack of terror is trust in the creativity of human beings and nature, in others, in other cultures, in foreignness, in difference. That is why fashion believes in new dialogues. “Vive la difference!” is what most resembles us, the most similar thing. 

ANTI-EMPTINESS – FOR FULLNESS

A new materiality, reassuring and protecting us, bringing us back to less ethereal and less volatile fabrics. Fantasy felt fibres; concentrated, fluffy terry. Fabrics with very little air inside them, with their emptiness absorbed and plenty of consistency, in items for coats, jackets and also for the new refined, flannel blouses.

Leather and suede are included in woven materials, inspired by membranes, pasted paper and scraped and coagulated effects. 

ANTI-BOREDOM – LONG LIVE SPONTANEITY AND ACCIDENT – ACCEPTING IRREGULARITY, INTEGRATING DIFFERENCE

Texture is designed; it is created to bring surprise to surfaces. Between the pattern and thread count, motifs evolve from the graphic to the organic and vice-versa. 

Fantasy threads are becoming very important: terry, chenille, long shaggy materials, streaks, buttons, roughspun fabrics. 

A very refined, complex and highly elaborated craft spirit. 

Blends are vigorous and visuals are inspired by the world of wool. Irregularly mottled, with mottled or mixed flame effects. Felty or streaky tweeds. 

ANTI-ANONYMITY - EXPERIENCE PRESENCE 

Drama and a desire for spectacle. For qualities compressed in dense colouration or for jacquards that deliberately want to express themselves in a different way. The motifs are of traditional origin but treated in a modern way, because of their scale, their graphic treatment, their abstraction or their simplification. Inspired by upholstery, cross stitch, damasks innovative in terms of material or finishes like superimposed membranes, scraped effects and silk effects with fibres outside. 

Very graphic, contrasting embroidery. Embroidery intruding on another fantasy to create a multidimensional vision, but without chaos – quite the contrary, the result must be clean and precise.

Jacquards take centre stage, with medium-scale motifs inspired by prints. 

ANTI-FRAGILE – LONG LIVE THICKNESS! 

Muscular, toned double fabrics, with body deriving from neoprene but with the nobility of natural fibres. Double fabrics with a high degree of contrast.  

ANTI-STATIC – LONG LIVE EXCITABILITY!

Blends allow themselves to shiver, with slightly trembling surfaces; new irregular, more marked crepes. Cotton, woollen or synthetic crepes. Wrinkles and woven crepes are much more designed than repetitive weaves.  Interplays of twists on heavier garments. Compact, orange peel effect. Double crepes are still very important for heavy garments, maintaining their shape.

ANTI-ORDER – LONG LIVE THE WISPY EFFECT 

Fabrics are allowed to be physically manipulated by brushing, letting the materials mix; terry effects; disorderly, chaotic, carded fibres; knotty felts; irregular, puffy buttons.  

Fibres like hyper-shaggy angoras and very long, combed alpacas. Long mohair. The Astrakhan spirit continues. 
Fabrics inspired by NON-FABRICS, as if produced under pressure or by manual rummaging.

Needle punches playing with associating different types of fabric, or which superimpose subtly shaggy fabrics on ephemeral or compact bases.

VELVET  

Velvets, glossy or matt, or very, very fine velours, almost like a second skin; silky or very creamy, muscular and thick. They are suddenly enriched with irregular threads for new effects.  

Velours with superimposed scraped effects simulating feathers, moss, suede.

Solid, burnout velours (not as transparent as normal) in monochrome or shades or matt/glossy. 

COMPLEX LIGHT – TRANSLUCENT DEEP-SEA FABRIC

Changing, pearly, mother-of-pearl and rainbow effects. Strange and mysterious.  They change colour depending on the angle they are seen from. They can be placed on smooth, shaggy or blur-effect fabrics, terry, velvets...

Moiré effects, wet or watery look; strange-looking creamy, diaphanous organza, glassy and crystalline rather than plastic. 

EXTRA DIMENSIONAL RELIEF 

Very ingenious interplays of reliefs with very marked graphics, sometimes associating styles with different motifs. 

Thermobonded materials, very light quilted materials, lightweight materials with assembly designs and very innovative overstitching, connected and in large sizes.

HI-TECH, ENGINEERED AND NOMADIC GUIPURE LACE 

Lace, guipure lace and embroidery leave romantic delicacy behind to discover their avant-garde soul. Placed motifs inspired in building, architecture and the graphic world.  They work with woollier and more vigorous visuals and colouring, more camouflaged with woolly and sportswear garments. The mixture of yarns, weaves and materials makes them really interesting from a fashion point of view. They continue to be adapted for garments other than evening and party wear.

SHINY METAL - WATERY METAL 

Very clean, mineral woollens with a degree of rigidity for sharp, perfect shapes.  

100% gold and silver looks continue, but they are matt and very modern rather than ostentatious. 

KNITWEAR IS PRESENTED AS HIGHLY SPECTACULAR

Knitwear is being created getting away from static qualities and offering visual reliefs in organic evolution. They start one way and end up another. But it is not just the textures, it is also the associated materials alongside or continuing them.

The yarn is crisscrossed; the weave is coordinated; the qualities are allowed to sparkle; the textures play with handmade lace; shaggy fabrics show their entire volume and length. Plush is rolled up, like refined sheep. 

Textures suddenly seem 3D and scaly... like bas reliefs, double layers and woven quilting. 

CIRCULAR KNIT

Circular knits are intended to provide solutions as alternatives to chain-knit and woven garments. The offer sensuality to the touch and very interesting performance.  Flannel is one of the basic items, offering great evolution towards refinement, and playing with qualities, very noble fibres and fantasy interplays of yarn. 

Generally, garments have become heavier and bigger. Lightness continues in technical and active sport garments, as they offer high performance with hardly any materiality. Or at the top of the range, with delightful fine-gauge knitted headscarves with woolly fibres in cashmere, angora and silk.  

Very aerial fantasy designs for almost monochromatic interplays of chinés and blends, hardly visible, like shadows. 

Jacquards continue on their way, lots of qualities in terms of shine or matt/shiny, as well as warmer materials inspired by wool. Printing on knitwear is perhaps more innovative. Printing before scratching or scrambling to diffuse the visual effect.  Digital printing. 

SILKS

New feelings thanks to a beautiful sense of colour. 

We are interested in mixtures, associations of different feels, looks, colours, temperatures, weights and scales of motif. This amalgam is perhaps an essential one this season, and it is up to us to do our best to stimulate and help our customers to manage to achieve it.  

This season’s chain-knits are coloured, as well as natural and black. The colours are beige for an innocent, ingenuous, sophisticated side; bluish jade green for a certain freshness and depth; cloudy purple for mixing with hot wovens and a powdery plum for the seasons more nostalgic, organic aspects.

Wovens are largely in wool, viscose, polyester and silk.

Creating different weaves. Big, very big and spectacularly big yarns are suddenly the surprise of the season.

Terry yarns, fantasy wool yarns and chenilles are back strongly this season. 

The desire for colours rich in tones makes us work with printed and astro-dyed viscose or polyester yarns.

Contrary to the traditional silk world, we believe in very marked surfaces and relief textures. A whole world to discover through textures and patterns. There is a creative world between weaves and motifs. Scales are largely medium-sized and large, but small and micro ones replace blends as false relief blends.

Visibility, interplays of contrasts, matt/shiny, velvety/bare, very opaque and dense with open and transparent, very spectacular doubles.

Motifs are inspired by the organic thanks to the random effect, but becoming almost unreal, enigmatic and artistic.

The vegetal world inspires us less than the animal one.

Leaves, mossy forms. Technical/organic duality.

Ultimately, at a time when the social networks are unquestioned as a way through which we interact with other people there was a need to create a private space that was more intimate, more ours, more personal. Perhaps clothing could become that space, a space where individual talents flourish or where we can maintain our personal characteristics. 
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